1. The AHEC Project

* The first large-scale study of Akkadian and Hittite emotion
terms and expressions

* Acollaboration between Johannes Gutenberg-Universitat
Mainz and University of Tel Aviv

* Project Members: Doris Prechel, Ulrike Steinert, Amir Gilan,

Maria Molina, Letizia Savino

3. Emotion Lexemes in Akkadian -
Preliminary Survey

Jealousy, Envy;

Hate, Contempt; 22;
5;1%

5%
Disgust; 8; 2%

(Negative) Surprise; 3; 1%

Sadness, Grief; 80;

18%

Shame, Embarrassment; 15;
3%

Pride; 20; 5%
0\

Schadenfreude;
2; 0% ,_\\

Compassion,
Pity; 12; 3%

(Sexual)
Desire, 13, 3

Love, Affect
29; 7%

Joy, Happiness,
Pleasure; 53; 12%

Fear, Respect; 94;
22%

Anger, Rage;
80; 18%

2. Approaches and Methods

 Corpus-based and comparative approach (genres, contexts,
diachronic developments, interlinguistic similarities /
differences)

 Cognitive-linguistic approach (e.g. conceptual metaphor)

* Combined semasiological and onomasiological approach

» focus on the » interest in the relationships
senses/meanings of words, of (dis)similarity, hierarchy
e.g. polysemy and semantic and interdependence
features between words in a domain
» how lexical items capture an

area of semantic space

4. The Semantic Domain of Fear in Akkadian

palahu
adaru
Sahatu
na‘adu

marasu
nazaqu

POSITIVE
FEAR

paradu

galatu B respect,

g/qararu el reverence,
araru rasubbatu g \\,mission
hatu/hattu  shock, fright, risibtu

hay(y)attu _

et namriru,

nakadu namurratu

5. Salient Features of Akkadian Emotion Terms

* Abstractterms
 Expressions with body part terms (also figurative)

« Metaphor-induced colexification (typical feeling, physical
symptom, behavioural expression, or action tendency
associated with an emotion)
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